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the industrial districts of the North-West; and the demand
for free trade resounded far and wide throughout the country.
" In the writings of the new Manchester School there
came to life once again that old theory of natural rights
which had never yet been systematically refuted in England,
and the tenets of which, like all lifeless abstractions, could
be turned to equally good account by a dull materialism or
by an extravagant idealism. Thus it was possible for John
Stuart Mill to be enthusiastic at the same time for Wilhelm
Humboldt and for English radicalism.1 Agreeing with the
formulas of Humboldt, and yet in the sharpest conceivable
contradiction to him, Cobden regarded the State as an
insurance society, founded by the free will of individuals,
and intended solely to protect commerce and labour from
violent disturbances, and to exact the lowest possible
premiums from its clients. The accumulation of wealth
was for him the sole object of human life ; rapid means of
locomotion for commercial travellers and the cheap produc-
tion of cotton were the highest aims of civilisation. He
declared in perfect seriousness that Stephenson and Watt
had been incomparably more important in the history of
the world than Caesar or Napoleon. If only now, for the
first time, trade and commerce were allowed their natural
freedom, then every nation would infallibly devote itself
to those branches of industry which it could pursue with
the greatest profit; thus each nation would play into the
hands of all the others by an exportation which should
always correspond exactly with its importation ; a harmony
of interests would be automatically established ; the sinful
luxury of a standing army would cease ; swords would be
beaten into ploughshares, in fulfilment of the predictions
of the old prophets, and eternal peace would dawn upon
the world. Cobden had a sincere love for the working
classes; .he wished to benefit them by a reduction in the
price of bread. He even defended compulsory school-

1 The reference is to Mill's Essay on Liberty, reviewed by Treitsclike in
Die Freiheit.